[Malignant mesothelioma of the pericardium].
Malignant mesothelioma is a tumor which occurs in one out of every 4,000 patients autopsied for malignant neoplasia. Pericardial location is the least frequently encountered, accounting for less than 2% of the total cardiac tumors. We are presenting here a patient in whom the tumor resulted in a syndrome of cardiac tamponade. It could not be diagnosed in the living patient in spite of having performed a subxiphoideal pericardic biopsy. The patient died suddenly, and the tumor was found during autopsy, infiltrating the right atrium and protruding into the cavity, involving the right coronary artery. This latter situation could have been responsible for the patient's death. Clinical and pathological findings are compared with those of 30 cases found in recent literature.